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Wong & Partners' Annual Legal Conference 2016 focuses on the Real-world
Impact of Mega-Regional Trade Pacts on Business Strategies
Opening plenary session on Trans-Pacific Partnership with Malaysia’s Chief negotiator
highlighted the issues and challenges countries adjusting to trade pacts will face; Companies
Bill plenary session also provided informed discussions on new provisions in the law
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, June 2016 – Wong & Partners, a member firm of Baker & McKenzie International in
Malaysia, held its 2016 Annual Legal Conference on 5 May 2016, entitled "Navigating the Frontiers of Trade:
Understanding the Impact of 21st Century Trade Agreements". 183 guests attended the conference, the
majority of whom were in-house counsel and business associates from local and foreign organisations.
Tan Sri Abdul Wahid bin Omar, the then Minister in the Prime Minister's Department, addressed the audience
as the keynote speaker. He spoke on Malaysia's economic development and the role of the country's economy
within ASEAN, also focusing on the types of government policies implemented to ensure the economic stability of
the country amid the slowing growth in Asia.
Datuk J. Jayasiri, Deputy Secretary General for Strategy and Monitoring from the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry, gave a special presentation on the importance of the Trans-Pacific Partnership ("TPP") and how it
fits into Malaysia's overall strategy in developing trade. Datuk Jayasiri also participated in a panel discussion with
Baker & McKenzie lawyers to speak about how businesses can respond to the changes in policy as a result
of free trade agreements ("FTA") such as the TPP, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership,
and China's One Belt One Road initiative. Datuk Jayasiri emphasised that Malaysian businesses should seize
the opportunity ahead of their competitors and reap the benefits of FTAs in the future.
The Firm also provided guests with an exclusive preview of the new ASEAN report that Baker & McKenzie
produced with the Economist Corporate Network, ASEAN Connections. The report surveyed 144 business
leaders of large multinationals for their views on how mega-regional FTAs are shaping the ASEAN business
environment, as well as the impact to their business strategy. The report has since been launched globally on 16
May and can be downloaded here.
Throughout the day, sector experts and legal practitioners from member firms of Baker & McKenzie from
Amsterdam, Australia, Indonesia, Singapore, and Vietnam joined the Malaysia team on discussions. They
provided their insights on topics such as cybersecurity, investor treaty arbitration, OECD Base Erosion and Profit
Shifting, and the impact of TPP on employment laws. The conference concluded with a multi-practice discussion
of the new Companies Bill in Malaysia, where special guest Norhaiza Jemon, Head of Law Reform, Policy and

International Affairs from the Corporate Development and Policy Division of the Companies Commission of
Malaysia, spoke alongside our partners and Tan Theng Hooi, country managing partner of Deloitte Malaysia. This
plenary featured a detailed breakdown of the soon to be enacted Companies Bill, and provided a lively and timely
discussion on new provisions within the framework from the legal, accounting, and regulatory perspectives.
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About Baker & McKenzie
Founded in 1949, Baker & McKenzie advises many of the world’s most dynamic and successful business
organizations through more than 11,000 people in 77 offices in 47 countries. The Firm is known for its global
perspective, deep understanding of the local language and culture of business, uncompromising commitment to
excellence, and world-class fluency in its client service. Global revenues for the fiscal year ended 30 June 2014,
were US$2.54 billion. Eduardo Leite is Chairman of the Executive Committee. (www.bakermckenzie.com)
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About Wong & Partners
Wong & Partners is a Malaysian law firm dedicated to providing solution-oriented legal services to its clients. The
Firm uniquely combines its rich local knowledge with broad global capabilities. Since its establishment in 1998,
Wong & Partners has grown steadily and now consists of 17 partners and more than 50 associates. The Firm’s
lawyers are able to deliver comprehensive and integrated advice to clients, and are trusted by respected domestic
and multinational corporations for their needs in Malaysia and throughout Asia. The Firm’s lawyers are committed
to helping clients apply industry-specific, innovative and practical solutions. (www.wongpartners.com)
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Wong & Partners is a member of Baker & McKenzie International, a Swiss Verein with member law firms around the world. In
accordance with the common terminology used in professional service organizations, reference to a “partner” means a person
who is a partner, or equivalent, in such a law firm. Similarly, reference to an “office” means an office of any such law firm.
Page 2 of 2

